
	
 
 
 

December 2020 
Dear Friend of the Museum, 
 

To say that 2020 will be an unforgettable year is an understatement. The  
Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum had many planned events and  
fundraisers that, of course, were cancelled or altered due to the pandemic. In  
spite of not being open for much of the spring, we are grateful for a generous  
number of visitors the remainder of the year. Many came to see the Marie and  
Martha Voth Wheat Marquetry Art Show featuring roughly 40 works of art  
from these talented twins. 

 
I would like to tell you two accounts of visitors that Fern Bartel, our museum  

director, related to me. One was a gentleman from Ohio who had sold his house  
and was going around the country touring small museums. He paid his admission  
with a $20 bill and said to keep the change. When he had completed his tour, he  
poked his head in and left an additional $20, saying this was one of the best  
museums he had been to. He just couldn't say enough good things about it. 
 

A “hidden gem” is how another visitor described our museum. They might be 
who contacted the producers of the KPTS Channel 8 "Positively Kansas" show, 
suggesting our museum should be highlighted. The station sent a crew to film and 
interview Fern. It is unknown when the show will air at this time, but, as they say, 
“stay tuned!” 
  

Your support keeps the museum alive and active! Monetary contributions to  
the General Operating Fund keep our doors open by paying monthly utility bills and  
two part-time employees, and allow us to provide educational programming. 

_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_		
	

MY 2020 CONTRIBUTION 

I would like to support the museum financially. 

Enclosed is my gift of  _____$50  _____$100  _____$250  _____$500  $______Other 

I designate it for:  _____General Operating Fund _____Lighting Project  _____Where Most Needed 
  

 I plan to give a commodity gift of _____ Grain   ______Livestock   
                                                                             _____Other: ________________________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________________________________State_________ Zip________________ 

 

Please send me future newsletters to my email address: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Your gift is tax deductible. Please make your check payable to MH&AM. 

 



 
 

In 2020, the Board of Directors and staff identified lighting in our Immigrant House  
as another focus for fundraising efforts. Currently, most, if not all, of our family cases  
are lit with outdated fluorescent units. Many of the ballasts are nearing their life  
expectancy. These can be difficult to replace and expensive. We would like to begin  
replacing these units with LED lighting. This type of lighting will last ten times longer than  
fluorescent bulbs, cut down on cost, and protect our artifacts from damage fluorescent  
bulbs can cause over time. We plan to do this work in-house as much as possible as one  
professional estimate was over $10,000! Your contribution will greatly increase our  
ability to carry out this project. 
 

Farmers and landowners have the opportunity to donate livestock or grain 
commodities. A commodity gift is a significant benefit to you as well as the museum! 
Although not allowable as a charitable contribution, a commodity gift avoids the inclusion 
of the sale of the commodity in your farm income, reducing your taxable income. If you 
itemize deductions, the expenses of production can also be deducted. Please consider 
making a donation to the Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum at Team 
Marketing Alliance when you market your grain. 

 
 

Thank you for your time and support for the museum! 
 

Steve Banman, 
Board President 

 


